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The table below provides examples of student practice education (SPE) models identified during a jurisdictional scan completed as 

part of a student project. The table does not contain an exhaustive list of models but does provide samples that may be used to 

increase provincial SPE quality and capacity. 

 

Category Model Definition Jurisdiction  

Traditional  
 
Models that are well 
established practices 
in clinical education. 
The one-to-one model 
is the most common 
SPE model overall. 

One-to-Onei One practice educator supervises and assesses one 
student in-person and at the same site  

International, 
Canada, BC  

Group 
Supervisionii 

One supervisor oversees the clinical education of multiple 
students at once in-person and at the same site 

International, 
Canada, BC  

Remote Learning 

Models and techniques 
that utilize simulated 
environments or 
virtual platforms that 
allow students to 
practice in any setting. 

Simulationiii Use mannequins, actors, simulated environments, video or 
interactive computer packages for learning and practice 

International, 
Canada, BC  

Telehealthiv Students meet and practice on telecommunication platforms 
(e.g., phone, text, video conferencing, etc.) 

UK, Saskatchewan 

Distributed 
Online Learningv 

Decentralized learning opportunities (e.g., online course 
modules or portals) for students to access online resources 
whenever needed 

Northern Canada 
(Northern Nursing 
Education Network) 

Revised or Adapted Techniques 

Models that follow 
traditional formats but 
utilize alternative 
procedures, settings, 
scheduling, or 
organization of duties 
and responsibilities. 

Intra-agency 
Collaborationvi 

All placements in a student’s clinical practice experience are 
within a single healthcare organization, but may occur in 
multiple areas within the organization   

International, 
Canada, BC  

Dedicated 
Practice 
Educator (DPE) 
Modelvii  

Clinicians have time set aside from normal clinical 
caseloads to supervise several students or provide 
enhanced support for colleagues 

UK 
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Community 
Based 
Placement 
Locationsviii 

Students are placed in community settings and locations, 
based on areas of increased need for care and support 

International, 
Canada, BC  

 
 
 
  

Long-arm 
Supervisionix 

Experienced clinician/preceptor, that is not based at the 
same location as student, provides supervision 

UK 

Clinical 
Education 
Wards/Units 
(AKA: Dedicated 
Education 
Units)x 

Wards within health facilities are primarily staffed by 
students with appropriate clinical supervision  

BC (PRISM Clinic) 
UK, Australia 

Final Year 
Placementsxi 

Final year students are in placements full time, and include 
responsibilities of tutoring less experienced students 

England 

Dedicated 
Training Lists 

Students are provided with lists of patients that are reserved 
for their practice 

Australia 
(Sonography) 

Ratios Paired placements of two or more students to one preceptor 
(upwards to eight students at one time) in-person 

International, 
Canada, BC  

Dedicated 
Student 
Positions 

Positions reserved for students on a professional clinical 
practice team 

England  

Scheduling Placements are scheduled through summer months, and or 
after hours (e.g., evenings and weekends)  
 

Ontario, Europe 

Collaborative Learning and Supervision 

Models that permit 
collaborative or 
mutually beneficial 

Peer-Assisted 
Learning (PAL)xii 

Two or more students concurrently working with one 
educator, with expectations that students work 
collaboratively with each other 

UK, Ontario 
(Pharmacy) 
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learning opportunities 
among students within 
the same program, 
different disciplines, or 
multiple educators. 

Team Model (or 
Co-
preceptorship)xiii 

Two or more preceptors share the supervision of one 
student 

UK, Ontario 
(Pharmacy) 

Multiple 
Mentoring 
Modelxiv 

A team of educators/preceptors supervise a team of 
students 

UK, Australia 

Hub and 
Spokexv 

A base (hub) for students with a single preceptor, require 
the student to spend significant portions of a placement with 
different departments, organizations, institutions, or 
agencies (spokes) 

Australia 

Interprofessional 
Placementsxvi 

Students from different professional programs learn 
collaboratively in practice 

UK, Australia 

Individualized 
Preceptorship 
Program 

Two-phase accredited preceptorship program resulting in 
improved retention of newly qualified staff 

UK 

Collaborative 
Learning Units 
(CLUs)xvii 

Students are on a unit where every clinician is a preceptor 
and provides evaluations of the student’s development 

International, 
Canada, BC 

Near-Peer 
Teaching 
(NPT)xviii 

One or more junior students are paired with one or more 
senior students 

Ontario, (Pharmacy) 

Collaborative 
Learning in 
Practice (CLiP) 

Students work alongside other students, under the guidance 
of a coach who is freed from their clinical responsibilities 
while on a preceptor shift 

 
 

UK, Denmark 

Student-Led/Directed Learning 

Models where the 
student is responsible 

Project Focused 
Modelxix 

Capstone project; student works on a project as the focus of 
their practice experience 

Canada (Dietitians), 
UK 
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for the creation of 
practice learning 
experiences, whether 
those opportunities 
are conducted 
individually or with a 
team. 

Clinical 
Academic 
Opportunitiesxx 

Preceptors with research and clinical responsibilities 
facilitate placements and learning activities in both 
academic research and clinical practice for students 

UK – (Integrated 
Clinical Academic 
Careers Programme) 

Student-led 
Groupsxxi 

Cohorts of students with responsibility for providing therapy 
to patient groups 

US, UK, Australia 

Student-led 
University Based 
Clinicsxxii 

Students run clinics for specific populations in the university, 
with support and supervision from practice educators and 
academics 

UK, Australia 

Split Placements Students are placed with multiple health care organizations 
in a single term 

US, UK 

Work-Integrated Learning (WIL) 

Models that integrate 
paid-learning 
opportunities with 
academic or 
theoretical learning. 

Clinical 
Apprenticeships 

Paid learning experience in the workplace, where students 
work toward a competence, knowledge, or professional 
qualification 

UK, Germany  

Service Learning  Students undertake a placement providing a service or 
completing a project that would otherwise be unavailable to 
the community 

Australia 

Residency  Experience opportunities for post-graduates that are 
licensed to deliver clinical services only while in a 
recognized training program and under the supervision of a 
licensed practicing preceptor, appointed by an academic 
faculty. Residents are hired and compensated by the health 
organization while in their training programs. Some 
residencies may include interprofessional educational 
activities to compliment the residency.  

International, 
National, BC 
(Medical and 
Pharmacy)  

Co-operative 
Education  

Paid work terms that provide experience in a professional 
setting related to the student's field of study  

Canada 

Hybrid Approaches 
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Models that 
incorporate the 
principles and 
techniques of two or 
more individual 
models. 

Weekly 
Rotations  

One-week student is practicing in-person onsite, following 
week working remotely or virtually, blending scheduling, 
virtual, and onsite one-to-one models 

Ontario 

Specialist 
School 
Placement 

Integration of telesupervision, telehealth, online learning, 
modified scheduling, WIL, peer-assisted learning 

Australia 
(Physiotherapy) 

Practice 
Education 
Partnershipxxiii 

Integration of Interprofessional and student-led clinic models  BC (Northern Health 
- PRISM Clinic, 
Physiotherapy)  

Academic-
Practice 
Partnerships 

Academic and health organizations provide practice 
experience, with a dedicated Clinical Liaison Nurse linking 
the student between organizations 

US (Nursing) 

Telesupervision  Application of telehealth and remote or arms-length 
supervision models, where students practice through 
telehealth and are supervised by a preceptor not in-person  

Australia 

Term 8 Clinical 
Practice Model  

Majority of final term in an offsite practice setting working 
1:1 with a clinical preceptor and faculty advisor from the 
post-secondary institution. Blend of interprofessional 
placements, one-to-one, and intra-agency collaboration.  

BC (BCIT - Nursing), 
Alberta  

Capacity 
Development 
Facilitator Model 

Incorporates several models in practice (e.g., peer learning, 
groups with a 4:1 or 6:1 ratio of students to professional, 
interprofessional learning and team teaching) and is flexible 
to meet the needs of clinical educators, and patients. An 
onsite facilitator is present to ensure SPE quality. 

Australia 
(Physiotherapy) 

Institutional and 
Faculty 
Partnerships 

Cross collaboration between multiple post-secondary, health 
organizations, and rural recruitment programs. Blend of 
Intra-agency Collaboration, CLiP, and many other 
placement models 

BC - 
Interprofessional 
Rural Program of BC 
(IRPbc) 
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Technology 
Enhanced 
Learning (TEL) 

Traditional models and videoconferencing technology are 
blended to co-deliver teaching sessions for students on 
clinical placement with in-person activities 

Australia (Bristol 
Medical School) 
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